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II.M. Dishware and eating utensils

The combination of hot water and detergents used in dishwashers is 
sufficient to decontaminate dishware and eating utensils. Therefore, 
no special precautions are needed for dishware (e.g., dishes, 
glasses, cups) or eating utensils; reusable dishware and utensils 
may be used for patients requiring Transmission-Based Precautions. 
In the home and other communal settings, eating utensils and 
drinking vessels that are being used should not be shared, 
consistent with principles of good personal hygiene and for the 
purpose of preventing transmission of respiratory viruses, Herpes 
simplex virus, and infectious agents that infect the gastrointestinal 
tract and are transmitted by the fecal/oral route (e.g., hepatitis A 
virus, noroviruses). If adequate resources for cleaning utensils and 
dishes are not available, disposable products may be used.
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